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Appendices

Appendix A: List of Practice Guidelines

PRACTICE GUIDELINES
FOR ALL PROFESSIONALS WORKING WITH TEENS

(Select the guidelines appropriate for your professional role.)
Teens have a unique lingo, so ask teen clients what they mean if you are not 100% sure.
Use gender-neutral terms when talking about teens’ dating partners.
Learn about the relevant state laws related to age of consent.
Ask teens for feedback on whether your agency projects a teen-friendly atmosphere.
Provide staff training on how to offer a welcoming experience to teen clients.

Identify the school-based programs that serve pregnant or parenting teens in your
community (GRADS programs or other local school or community programs).

Call or visit the teachers and other key school personnel to provide information about your
services for teen survivors.

Offer to provide in-service training or to participate in a training exchange with school-
based service providers on IPV, sexual and reproductive coercion, and trauma-informed
approaches to teens.

Know your state laws and agency policies about confidentiality and mandated reporting.

Have a standard statement about confidentiality that you make to teens during your intake
process.

Learn about mandated reports regarding the children of teen parents. Exposure to domestic
violence does not constitute child abuse or neglect.

Make sure you have the knowledge and resources to assist with safety planning prior to
making a mandatory report.
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